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Venue

The Percolator in search for new talent

By ANdREA AcosTA
The Prospector

Since its beginnings, The Percolator has hosted and supported the
talent of new up-and-coming bands,
comedians, poets and artists. Striving to keep this mission alive, the new
management continues to reach out
to students and is currently searching
for new talent.
“The Percolator always welcomes
new talent,” said Richard Ornelas, one
of the new owners of the downtown
venue. “We are also encouraging people that used to perform here in the
past to come here again.”
Ornelas said they have been passing
out flyers and pinning them on bulletin boards at UTEP, inviting students
to schedule a date to perform.
“We have gotten a lot of feedback
and responses through our Facebook,” Ornelas said. “However, we
know there might be more students
interested. We never turn anybody
away, our stage is always available
for them.”
Ornelas also said that they have incorporated new events, such as comedy open mic, which will take place
every Tuesday. There will also be
shows that feature bands like Bogus,
Bat/Caves and Blackie. Students are
welcome to partake in any of them.
“We are trying to attract more
theater students to perform, the
Murder Mystery Night that we host-

ed was such a great event that we
hope to bring (it) back again soon,”
Ornelas said. “I just loved that there
was so much creativity in the room,
it was contagious.”
They have since re-launched the
Murder Mystery Night, which took
place Oct. 25.
Another event relatively new is Real
Talk Workshop with Lori, which is an
open mic opportunity for anybody
that wants to speak their mind.
“This is a no judge event that takes
place the first Thursday of each
month,” Ornelas said. “People can
just talk about anything, I myself have
participated in this workshop and the
audience is always very open to hear
the stories. It’s like a ‘Chicken Soup
for the Soul’ event, but with an El
Paso feel.”
Unlike other venues, The Percolator is very flexible with scheduling
performing dates for artists, and it
doesn’t charge any extra fees to bands
or performers, Ornelas said.
“We don’t charge for the PA system
or the use of the stage,” Ornelas said.
“In my opinion this helps the artists
feel less compromised and willing
to come and just share their talent
with other supportive artists. We try
to incorporate shows in a way that is
beneficial to the audience, ultimately
complimenting the artist.”
Omar Cuellar, junior history major, said that he appreciates the encouragement and motivation coming

“We always
encourage
people to visit
downtown more
often, we always
thank people for
supporting The
Percolator.”
- Richard Ornelas,
co-owner of The Percolator

from the new management. Cuellar
said that working with the previous
owners began to become complicated.
“They started charging bands to
play, raising prices and not paying
winners in contests,” Cuellar said.
“Therefore I’m very glad that the new
owners, are very supportive about
this community. They are getting the
shows rolling again, helping out touring bands as well as locals that just
want a place to start and helping them
out to have their voice heard.”

Cuellar had his first performance
at The Percolator two years ago for
the Barbed Wire Series, and since
then, he said, he continued to look
for open mic events around town.
“It was the first time I ever played in
public and it was completely packed,”
Cuellar said. “I personally think it’s a
great place for up-and-coming bands
to perform in since the audience is always very engaging.”
According to Cuellar, The Percolator gave him the confidence to start his
own band, Our Friend the Mountain.
“The venue is the perfect launching
pad for anyone that is trying to break
into show business,” Cuellar said. “We
have had the opportunity to do awesome shows, opening up for great
touring bands, even taking a tour up
to Austin.”
Our Friend the Mountain is now
planning a full CD release and scheduling South by Southwest dates.
Ana Rodriguez, senior psychology
major, said she has also enjoyed her
performances at The Percolator stage.
“My first performance was at The
Percolator,” Rodriguez said. “Honestly, this is the perfect place to showcase
your talent. The downtown coffee
house also provides for a very mysterious and chill atmosphere.”
The Percolator is also bringing in
artists for humanitarian purposes.
“We are hosting an event on November 16 called Jive Turkey, where
seven different bands will be playing,”

Ornelas said. “The money will go towards (the) Hurricane Sandy (relief
fund), while the canned food items
will be donated to a local charity in
El Paso.”
Ornelas said that there will be an
entrance fee of $3, $1 if a canned food
item is donated.
The Percolator’s New Year resolution is to attract people to come
downtown while informing them of
the many opportunities it offers, Ornelas said.
“We always encourage people to
visit downtown more often, we always thank people for supporting
The Percolator,” Ornelas said. “Especially people such as Amzi, from the
Bogus band, that is always consistent
on sending new and talented bands
our way.”
For more information, contact
351-4377 or visit facebook.com/
ThePercolator.
Andrea Acosta may be reached at prospector@utep.edu.
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Men’s Basketball

Miners welcome Oral roberts on ‘80s night

FILE PHOTO

Freshman forward Chris Washburn (32), younger brother of guard Julian Washburn, is one of six newcomers for the UTEP
men’s basketball team.

By AuDrEy WEstCOtt
The Prospector
Winning their only exhibition game
of the season, Nov. 3, against Southeastern Oklahoma, 70-63, the Miners
are ready to kick off the season.
“I am happy where we are right
now,” head coach Tim Floyd said.
“We have gotten through the first
weeks of practice and our exhibition

game pretty decently. Our guys seem
to be gaining some retention of what
we are doing offensively, and we seem
to be deeper than we were last year so
hopefully we will put up some wins.”
Up first on UTEP’s slate is Oral
Roberts who finished last season 277, and was just picked to finish first
in the Southland Conference by both
the coaches and sports information
directors.

The Golden Eagles also won both
of their exhibition games, defeating
Missouri Southern 83-66, and Oklahoma Wesleyan 92-69. Counting
those two wins, Oral Roberts is coming to UTEP with 20 straight wins on
the board.
Not having the success or the experience of Oral Roberts, the Miners
know a win at home for the first game
is going to be an ambitious task.

“We have not been able to get our
first win at home in our first two years
and given what is behind the first
game, they just keep getting tougher
every year,” Floyd said. “We think
Oral Roberts is one of the toughest
opponents anyone will play this year
in the country because of how well
they did last year. So it is certainly
not a given that we get through them.
They have a lot of returning experience. This game is going to be extremely difficult.”
Aware of the tough schedule ahead
of them, the Miners are not working
for any specific game or competitor,
but they are rather staying focused on
the next game on the schedule.
“This season we are going to take
it one game at a time,” junior center John Bohannon said. “We got
through against Southeastern Oklahoma, now we have to focus on Oral
Roberts. They are a well-developed
team, but our youth is ready. They
are putting in hard work, and we just
need to carry that hard work onto the
court this Friday. We are going to be
really focused on our defense because
defense is what gets you those wins
on the court.”
Despite the progress that the Miners have made on the court, one aspect they cannot shake is how young
and inexperienced they are as a whole
on the court.
With only three seniors and one
junior on the team, the Miners are
out to prove that youth can also be
a good thing.

see MiNErs on page 12

Women’s Basketball

Ladies to open season against Loyola Marymount
By sABriNA NuñEz
The Prospector
Coming off their best season in
program history, the UTEP women’s
basketball team will open the 20122013 season against the Loyola Marymount Lions at 1:30 p.m. Nov. 10 at
the Don Haskins Center.
The Miners will not be counting
on sophomore guard Jenzel Nash for
the season as she suffered an ACL
tear during the first half of the home
exhibition game against St. Mary’s
(Texas) Nov. 3.
In preseason polls, the Miners are
ranked second in C-USA, while the
Lions are seventh in the West Coast
Conference. By approaching the
season game-by-game, the Miners
are preparing themselves for accomplishments they would like to bring
to the program.
“Obviously we want to hang banners in the Haskins Center. We’d like
to get that NCAA tournament, that’s
what you’re always shooting for. Right
now, what we’re trying to do is take
pride in how we play the game of basketball everyday,” UTEP head coach
Keitha Adams said. “What’s going to
be key is that we get better throughout the season so by the time we get
into February, March, we’re ready for
the playoffs.”
Before playing the Lions, the Miners debuted their new team on Nov.

3 in an exhibition game against St.
Mary’s. The Miners narrowly defeated the Rattlers 69-60.
“(The first game) is really important
but every game’s huge. We want to get
off to a good start. It will be exciting
for us to get the real season going,”
Adams said.
After the game against the Rattlers,
Adams said she was particularly disappointed with the effort the team
displayed, despite the win. Pointing
at the poor free-throw shooting percentage. UTEP missed 14 of 40 attempts on the night.
Because the Miners graduated
seven players last season, there is
opportunity for others to step into
starting positions.
“Our returners are going to have to
really step up big for us,” Adams said.
“Of our newcomers, Irene (Gari)’s going to be playing, Saidah (Zuberi Allen) will see some action and Cameasha Turner. Those three newcomers
right now are who I see (playing),
along with our returners.”
To prepare for upcoming games,
the Miners watch film of their opponents and recall on past experiences
playing against other teams, strategies that will be used in the upcoming
game against Loyola Marymount.

see rEADy on page 12
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Senior center Kristine Vitola scored 11 points and grabbed nine rebounds during
the 69-60 exhibition win over St. Mary’s (Texas) Nov. 3 at the Don Haskins Center.

Column

Back to the future

By DANiEl OrNElAs
The Prospector

UTEP men’s basketball is better
known for its 1966
National Championship, but what many
fail to realize is that
no other era was as
prolific for the Miners than the 1980s.
The 2012-13 men’s basketball season will not only feature the toughest schedule in school history, but the
theme of the year is known as “Bringin’ back the ‘80s.”
Why is that important?
In the 1980s, led by the late Don
“The Bear” Haskins, UTEP made six
consecutive NCAA tournament appearances, spanning from 1983 to
1989—most on any given decade.
Those teams also garnered 227
wins, eight conference titles and 55
home sellouts.
The idea behind this is not only to
try and recapture the winning ways of
that era, but to see crowds of 12,000plus, night in and night out, at the
Don Haskins Center.
One thing that I’ve always believed is that home field or home
court advantage is more effective
in collegiate sports than it is in
professional.
By the time most athletes get to the
professional stage, they’ve experienced
what it’s like to play in front of large
crowds and hostile environments.
From my experiences attending
both, professional and collegiate sporting events, crowds are always much
more animated in college events.
The demographic of it all makes a
difference too. Crowds at professional
stadiums and arenas tend to be an
older more diverse group of people.
College crowds have some of that,
but they also have a few thousand 18
to 24-year-old, loud students and, it
makes for a better atmosphere.
Current head coach Tim Floyd was
also part of the coaching staff in the
‘80s as an assistant under Haskins
(1978-86).
Floyd currently holds a 358-207
career record, including 40-27 with
UTEP and is also getting help from
assistant coach and former Miner,
Greg Foster.
Foster played in the ‘80s helping the
Miners to consecutive Western Athletic Conference titles in the 198889 and 1989-90 seasons, along side
future NBA All-Stars Tim Hardaway
and Antonio Davis.
Combine all that with a young team
that is being built through recruiting
and you get a team that is geared to
win for years to come.
The Miners’ 2012-13 season won’t
be an easy one to swallow, as the team
faces tough opponents like Oral Roberts in the season opener Nov. 9, then
travels to Arizona on Nov. 15 and a
week later faces off against Oklahoma
and either Clemson or Gonzaga in
the Old Spice Classic in Orlando, Fla.
Other games will include home
contests against rival NM State,
UNLV and Oregon before the Miners
start C-USA play.
Despite the tough schedule, there
are many things to be excited about
for this team.
They added more length, size and
athleticism to the roster. Floyd reeled
in players like high school Parade All-

see FuturE on page 12

